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Topic Description:

"Andrew Murray Waiting on God" explores the profound spiritual teachings of
Andrew Murray, a prominent 19th-century South African theologian, focusing on
his perspective on the crucial practice of waiting on God. The book delves
into Murray's understanding of waiting not as passive inactivity but as an
active, expectant posture of the heart — a conscious yielding to God's
timing, will, and power. The significance lies in its relevance to
contemporary spiritual struggles. In our fast-paced, results-oriented world,
many Christians grapple with impatience, anxiety, and a sense of spiritual
dryness. Murray's timeless wisdom offers a counter-narrative, emphasizing the
transformative power of surrender, trust, and dependence on God's sovereign
grace. The book examines the biblical basis for waiting on God, explores
various practical applications of this principle in different areas of life
(prayer, relationships, ministry, etc.), and provides readers with tools and
insights to cultivate a deeper, more fruitful relationship with God through
patient expectancy. Its relevance stems from its ability to equip believers
to navigate life's challenges with peace, hope, and a renewed sense of God's
presence.

Book Title: The Waiting Heart: Finding Rest and Power in God's Timing
Outline:

Introduction: Introducing Andrew Murray and the concept of "waiting on God"
in the context of modern life.

Chapter 1: The Biblical Basis of Waiting: Examining biblical narratives and
teachings that illustrate the importance of waiting on God.

Chapter 2: Waiting as Active Surrender: Distinguishing between passive
waiting and active surrender to God's will.

Chapter 3: Waiting and Prayer: Understanding how waiting shapes and deepens
our prayer life.

Chapter 4: Waiting in Trials and Suffering: Finding hope and strength in
God's timing amidst difficult circumstances.

Chapter 5: Waiting for God's Answers: Exploring God's different ways of
answering prayer and the importance of patient expectancy.

Chapter 6: Waiting and Spiritual Disciplines: Connecting waiting to practices
like fasting, meditation, and scripture reading.

Chapter 7: Waiting and Relationships: Applying the principle of waiting to
interpersonal relationships.

Conclusion: A call to cultivate a heart of waiting and embracing the
transformative power of God's timing.



The Waiting Heart: Finding Rest and Power in
God's Timing - A Comprehensive Article

Introduction: Embracing the Paradox of Waiting on God

In our relentlessly fast-paced world, the concept of "waiting" often evokes
feelings of frustration, impatience, and even anxiety. Yet, for Andrew
Murray, a renowned 19th-century theologian, waiting on God wasn't passive
resignation but an active, expectant posture of the heart — a deliberate
choice to yield to God's sovereign timing and perfect will. His profound
insights, explored in numerous writings, offer a timeless antidote to the
spiritual restlessness of our age. This article will delve into the key
principles of "waiting on God" as articulated by Murray, examining their
biblical foundation and practical applications for modern believers.

Chapter 1: The Biblical Basis of Waiting — A Foundation of Faith

The Bible is replete with examples of individuals who waited on God, often
amidst profound challenges. Abraham's long-awaited promise of a son, Joseph's
years of unjust imprisonment, and David's patient ascension to the throne —
these narratives demonstrate that waiting on God isn't simply about endurance
but about cultivating unwavering faith in His faithfulness. Psalm 27:14,
“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord,”
encapsulates this essential truth. These biblical examples underscore that
waiting is not passive resignation but an active trust, a confident
expectation in God's perfect timing and provision. It requires faith,
perseverance, and a willingness to surrender our own desires to God'’s plan.

Chapter 2: Waiting as Active Surrender — Beyond Passive Resignation

Waiting on God is not passive inactivity; it's an active surrender. It
involves a conscious decision to relinquish control, trusting that God’s
timing is perfect, even when we don't understand His ways. This active
surrender involves prayer, seeking His guidance, and remaining obedient to
His commands, even while waiting. It’s about aligning our will with His,
trusting that His purposes are far greater than our own limited perspective.
Murray emphasized the importance of releasing our anxieties and uncertainties
into God's hands, allowing Him to work in our lives according to His perfect
plan.

Chapter 3: Waiting and Prayer — Deepening the Communion

Prayer is the essential lifeline during times of waiting. It’'s not merely
requesting things from God, but rather engaging in a deepening communion with
Him. Waiting on God deepens our prayer life because it forces us to rely on
His strength and guidance. It cultivates a posture of dependence and
humility, drawing us closer to Him. During periods of waiting, our prayers
shift from focusing on our desires to seeking God's will and His purposes.
It’s a time to listen intently for His voice and guidance, to allow Him to



transform our hearts and minds.
Chapter 4: Waiting in Trials and Suffering — Finding Strength in Weakness

The most challenging times often require the deepest reliance on God. Waiting
on God during trials and suffering isn't about avoiding pain but about
finding strength in our weakness. It's about trusting that God is working
even amidst the darkness, refining us, and preparing us for something
greater. It requires faith, perseverance, and a commitment to remaining
steadfast in our trust in God, even when the answers are not immediately
apparent. Murray encourages believers to view suffering as an opportunity to
demonstrate their faith and trust in God's ultimate goodness and love.

Chapter 5: Waiting for God's Answers — Beyond Our Expectations

God answers prayer in diverse ways, not always according to our expectations
or timeline. Waiting on God often means accepting that the answer may not
come in the form or at the time we desire. This requires humility, a
willingness to accept God's sovereignty, and a faith that transcends our
immediate circumstances. Murray's teachings emphasize the importance of
patiently awaiting God's response, trusting that His answer, however it
arrives, will be perfect and in accordance with His will.

Chapter 6: Waiting and Spiritual Disciplines — Cultivating a Waiting Heart

Spiritual disciplines, such as fasting, meditation, and consistent scripture
reading, play a crucial role in cultivating a "waiting heart." These
practices help us cultivate stillness, deepen our communion with God, and
foster a greater receptivity to His guidance. Through these disciplines, we
learn to quiet the noise of our own desires and anxieties, allowing space for
God’s voice to be heard. They help us to become more attuned to the gentle
promptings of the Holy Spirit and to discern His will for our lives.

Chapter 7: Waiting and Relationships — Patience and Understanding

The principle of waiting on God extends beyond our personal lives to our
interpersonal relationships. Patience, understanding, and forgiveness are
crucial elements of healthy relationships. Waiting on God in relationships
means trusting Him to work in the hearts and lives of others, even when we
don't see immediate results. It requires releasing our expectations and
anxieties, relying on His grace to bring about healing, reconciliation, and
growth in our relationships.

Conclusion: Embracing the Transformative Power of God's Timing

Waiting on God is not a passive resignation but an active, expectant posture
of the heart. It's a journey of surrender, trust, and dependence, leading to
a deeper intimacy with God. By embracing the principles of waiting on God, as
taught by Andrew Murray, we can find rest for our souls, strength in our
weakness, and a renewed sense of hope amidst the challenges of life.



FAQs

1. Who was Andrew Murray? Andrew Murray (1828-1917) was a prominent South
African theologian known for his writings on spiritual disciplines and
intimacy with God.

1. What is the main idea of "Waiting on God"? It's about actively
surrendering to God's timing and will, trusting His perfect plan even
amidst uncertainty.

1. Is waiting on God passive? No, it's an active process of surrender,
prayer, and dependence on God's grace.

1. How does waiting on God impact prayer? It deepens our prayer life,
shifting focus from our desires to seeking God's will.

1. How can we practice waiting on God in difficult times? Through trust,
perseverance, and faith in God's ultimate goodness.

1. What role do spiritual disciplines play in waiting on God? They help
cultivate stillness, communion with God, and receptivity to His
guidance.

1. How does waiting on God apply to relationships? It fosters patience,
understanding, and reliance on God's work in others' hearts.

1. Does God always answer prayer immediately? No, waiting is often part of
the process, and the answer may come in unexpected ways.



1. What are the benefits of waiting on God? Peace, strength, hope, deeper
intimacy with God, and trust in His perfect timing.

Related Articles:

1. Andrew Murray's Life and Legacy: A biographical overview of Murray's
life, ministry, and influence on Christian thought.

1. The Power of Surrender in the Christian Life: Explores the biblical
basis and practical applications of surrendering to God's will.

1. Cultivating a Heart of Patience: Practical strategies for developing
patience in all areas of life, drawing from spiritual principles.

1. The Role of Prayer in Spiritual Growth: A deep dive into the importance
and various aspects of prayer in a Christian life.

1. Navigating Trials and Suffering with Faith: Provides biblical and
practical guidance for overcoming difficult times with unwavering faith.

1. Understanding God's Timing in Our Lives: Discusses the mysteries and
blessings of God's sovereign timing, offering comfort and encouragement.

1. The Importance of Spiritual Disciplines: An exploration of various
spiritual disciplines and their impact on spiritual growth and deepening
faith.

1. Building Strong and Healthy Relationships: Provides practical advice on
building and maintaining fulfilling relationships with others, grounded



in Christian principles.

1. Finding Peace in the Midst of Uncertainty: Offers practical strategies
for finding inner peace and hope when facing life’s uncertainties and
challenges.
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Who Was Andrew the Apostle? The Beginner’s Guide

Jun 17, 2019 - Andrew was the first apostle Jesus called and the first
apostle to claim Jesus was the Messiah. Despite his seemingly important role
as an early follower of Christ, Andrew is ..

Andrew - Wikipedia

Andrew is the English form of the given name, common in many countries. The
word is derived from the Greek: Avbpéac, Andreas, [1] itself related to
Ancient Greek: avrp/avbpég aner/andros, ..

Andrew the Apostle - Wikipedia

Andrew the Apostle (Koiné Greek: Avbpéag, romanized: Andréas [an'dre.a:s];
Latin: Andreas [an'dre:.a:s]; Aramaic: JJ000000000; Classical Syriac:
O00000000on, romanized: And'ra’was[5]) was ..

What Do We Know about Andrew the Disciple? - Bible S..

Sep 15, 2023 - We get one big glimpse of who Andrew was early in John, but
outside of that he remains relatively unknown, though he was one of the
twelve chosen by Jesus. Today we ..

The 2 le And B I Lif I I
The Apostle Andrew’s Death From what we know from church history and
tradition, Andrew kept bringing people to Christ, even after Jesus’ death. He
never seemed to care about putting his own ..

Who Was Andrew the Apostle? The Beginner’s Guide

Jun 17, 2019 - Andrew was the first apostle Jesus called and the first
apostle to claim Jesus was the Messiah. Despite his seemingly important role
as an early follower of Christ, Andrew is ..

Andrew - Wikipedia

Andrew is the English form of the given name, common in many countries. The
word is derived from the Greek: Avbpéag, Andreas, [1l] itself related to
Ancient Greek: &vAp/avdpdcg ..
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Andrew the Apostle (Koiné Greek: Avdpéag, romanized: Andréas [an'dre.a:s];
Latin: Andreas [an'dre:.a:s]; Aramaic: J0000000000; Classical Syriac:
0000000000, romanized: And'ra’was[5]) was ..

What Do We Know about Andrew the Disciple? - Bible Study Tools

Sep 15, 2023 - We get one big glimpse of who Andrew was early in John, but
outside of that he remains relatively unknown, though he was one of the
twelve chosen by Jesus. Today we will ..

The Apostle Andrew Biography, Life and Death

The Apostle Andrew’s Death From what we know from church history and
tradition, Andrew kept bringing people to Christ, even after Jesus’ death. He
never seemed to care about putting his ..

And N M . Vriai E lars _F
May 21, 2025 - Andrew is a Greek name meaning "strong and manly." It's a
variant of the Greek name Andreas, which is derived from the element aner,
meaning "man." Andrew was the ..

Andrew - Encyclopedia of The Bible - Bible Gateway

ANDREW an’ droo (Avbpedc, G436, manly). The brother of Simon Peter and one of
the first disciples of Jesus. Although a native Palestinian Jew, Andrew bore
a good Gr. name. He was ..

Andrew: Exploring the Forgotten Apostle of the Bible

Apr 14, 2025 - Andrew was one of the first disciples called by Jesus,
initially a follower of John the Baptist. He immediately recognized Jesus as
the Messiah and brought his brother Simon ..

Andrew | The amazing name Andrew: meaning and etymology

May 5, 2014 - From the Hebrew [0 (nadar), to vow, and [JJJ (darar), to flow
freely. An indepth look at the meaning and etymology of the awesome name
Andrew. We'll discuss the original ..

Who was Andrew in the Bible? - GotQuestions.org
Jan 4, 2022 - Andrew was Simon Peter’s brother, and they were called to

follow Jesus at the same time (Matthew 4:18). The Bible names Andrew as one
of the twelve apostles (Matthew ..
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