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Session 1: CS Lewis: The Business of Heaven – A Comprehensive
Exploration

Title: CS Lewis: The Business of Heaven – Exploring Faith, Morality, and the Divine Economy in His
Works

Meta Description: Delve into the theological and philosophical business acumen of C.S. Lewis, exploring
how his writings illuminate the nature of faith, morality, and our relationship with the divine. Discover
the unexpected parallels between Lewis's spiritual insights and the principles of successful leadership and
enterprise.

Keywords: CS Lewis, Heaven, Theology, Christianity, Spirituality, Morality, Business, Leadership, Faith,
Narnia, Mere Christianity, Screwtape Letters, The Problem of Pain, Divine Economy, Spiritual Business,
Eternal Life, Afterlife

C.S. Lewis, a renowned author and theologian, gifted the world with profound explorations of faith,
morality, and the nature of reality. While not explicitly a "business" writer, his works offer surprisingly
insightful parallels to the principles of successful enterprise and leadership, particularly when considering
his depiction of heaven and our relationship with the divine. This exploration delves into the "business" of
heaven as portrayed by Lewis, examining how his spiritual insights can inform our understanding of
purpose, ethics, and the pursuit of a meaningful life.

Lewis’s narratives, particularly within the Narnia series and his theological works like Mere Christianity,
reveal a complex vision of heaven as a realm not devoid of activity but rather a place of purposeful
engagement. He doesn't present a static, passive afterlife, but a dynamic ecosystem of relationships, growth,
and ongoing participation in God's grand design. This active engagement can be interpreted as a form of
"business," albeit one conducted on a cosmic scale. Understanding the nature of this divine economy
requires examining several key aspects of Lewis's theology:

The Importance of Charity and Love: Lewis emphasizes the paramount importance of agape, selfless love,
as the driving force within both earthly and heavenly realms. This mirrors the principles of successful
leadership and collaboration – prioritizing the well-being of others is fundamental to creating a flourishing
environment.

The Pursuit of Joy and Purpose: Heaven, for Lewis, isn't a state of passive bliss, but a state of ever-



increasing joy and purpose. This resonates with the idea of fulfilling one's potential and striving towards a
meaningful life – a crucial element in business and personal development.

The Role of Suffering and Sacrifice: Lewis grapples honestly with the problem of pain and suffering,
demonstrating how these experiences can ultimately contribute to spiritual growth and the refinement of
character. This parallels the challenges faced in the business world, where overcoming adversity and
learning from setbacks are essential to success.

The Nature of Community and Fellowship: Lewis depicts heaven as a community, a tapestry woven from
diverse individuals united by their love for God and for each other. This emphasizes the importance of
teamwork, cooperation, and mutual support – principles fundamental to effective organizations and teams.

Stewardship and Responsibility: Lewis subtly portrays the concept of stewardship, implying that even in
heaven, individuals have roles and responsibilities within God's grand plan. This suggests that even eternal
life is not static but dynamic and requires ongoing participation and commitment.

By examining these themes through the lens of business principles, we can gain a deeper appreciation for
the richness and complexity of Lewis's theological vision. His work offers a compelling counterpoint to
materialistic and individualistic ideologies, offering a framework for ethical leadership, sustainable growth,
and ultimately, a life of purpose and fulfillment. The "business" of heaven, as envisioned by Lewis, is not
about profit or power, but about contributing to the flourishing of the divine community and realizing one's
full potential within the love of God.

Session 2: Book Outline and Chapter Explanations

Book Title: CS Lewis: The Business of Heaven – A Spiritual Economy of Love, Purpose, and Eternal Life

Outline:

I. Introduction: Introducing C.S. Lewis and his theological works; framing the concept of "the business of
heaven" as a metaphorical exploration of divine economy and spiritual purpose.

II. The Narnia Chronicles and the Glimpse of Heaven: Analyzing the allegorical depictions of heaven in the
Narnia series, focusing on Aslan as a model of divine leadership and the nature of joy and purpose in the
celestial realm.

III. Mere Christianity and the Foundations of Faith: Exploring key tenets of Lewis's theology in Mere
Christianity that relate to the nature of heaven, including the concept of love, sacrifice, and the
transformative power of faith.



IV. The Screwtape Letters and the Dynamics of Spiritual Warfare: Examining the spiritual battle depicted
in The Screwtape Letters and its implications for navigating challenges in the pursuit of a heavenly-
oriented life. This chapter draws parallels to the challenges faced in the business world.

V. The Problem of Pain and the Meaning of Suffering: Analyzing Lewis's perspective on suffering and its
role in spiritual growth; demonstrating how the concept of redemptive suffering relates to the principles of
resilience and learning from failures in both personal and professional contexts.

VI. Heaven as a Community: Fellowship and Collaboration: Discussing the communal nature of heaven as
depicted by Lewis, emphasizing the importance of relationships and collaboration in achieving a flourishing
and meaningful life.

VII. The Divine Economy: Stewardship and Purposeful Engagement: Exploring the idea of purposeful
engagement and stewardship in heaven, suggesting that even eternal life involves active participation and
contribution to the divine order.

VIII. Practical Applications: Applying Lewis's Insights to Modern Life: Drawing parallels between Lewis's
theological concepts and contemporary business principles; offering practical insights into leadership, ethics,
and personal fulfillment.

IX. Conclusion: Summarizing the key findings and reiterating the relevance of Lewis's work for
understanding a life oriented towards heaven and a life of meaning and purpose.

Chapter Explanations (Brief):

Each chapter will delve deeply into the relevant aspects of Lewis's work, drawing out the parallels
between his theological perspectives and concepts relevant to business and leadership. For instance, Chapter
II will examine the imagery of Aslan's leadership in Narnia, showcasing aspects like selfless service, wise
decision-making, and inspiring followers. Chapter V will analyze how the suffering endured by characters
in Narnia and Lewis's theological writings contribute to character development, relating this to the
importance of perseverance and learning from failure in the professional world. The concluding chapter
will synthesize the key learnings, emphasizing the enduring value of Lewis's insights for navigating life's
complexities and achieving meaningful success in all aspects of life.

Session 3: FAQs and Related Articles

FAQs:

How does C.S. Lewis's concept of heaven differ from traditional theological views? Lewis offers a1.



more dynamic and active vision of heaven, emphasizing ongoing participation in God's plan rather
than passive contemplation.

What role does love play in Lewis's vision of the heavenly economy? Love, specifically agape, is the1.
fundamental principle that governs all relationships and activities within heaven, mirroring the
importance of collaboration and ethical conduct in business.

How does Lewis address the problem of suffering in relation to the hope of heaven? Lewis1.
acknowledges the reality of suffering but emphasizes its redemptive potential, highlighting the
importance of resilience and learning from adversity.

What are the implications of Lewis's ideas for ethical leadership? Lewis's emphasis on selfless love1.
and service provides a powerful framework for ethical leadership, emphasizing the importance of
prioritizing the well-being of others.

How can Lewis's work be applied to contemporary business practices? His writings offer insights into1.
teamwork, ethical decision-making, and the importance of cultivating a positive and supportive
work environment.

What is the significance of the "divine economy" in Lewis's theology? It refers to the active and1.
purposeful engagement within God's grand plan, suggesting that even in heaven, individuals have
meaningful roles and responsibilities.

How does Lewis's concept of heaven compare to other depictions of the afterlife? Lewis's depiction1.
stands apart by its emphasis on active participation, joy, and ongoing personal growth.



What is the relevance of Lewis's work for individuals seeking a life of purpose? His writings offer a1.
framework for understanding purpose, both in the earthly and heavenly realms, by emphasizing the
importance of love, service, and commitment to a greater good.

How can readers apply Lewis’s insights to their personal lives? By focusing on selflessness,1.
cultivating strong relationships, and striving towards personal growth and spiritual development,
individuals can align their lives more closely with Lewis’s vision.

Related Articles:

Aslan's Leadership: A Study in Divine Management: Exploring Aslan's leadership style in Narnia1.
and its parallels to effective leadership principles.

The Screwtape Letters: A Business Model for Spiritual Warfare: Analyzing the strategies employed1.
by Screwtape and their implications for navigating spiritual challenges.

Mere Christianity and the Economics of Grace: Examining the theological underpinnings of grace1.
and its relevance to personal and corporate growth.

The Problem of Pain: Resilience and Renewal in Business and Life: Exploring how Lewis's insights1.
on suffering can inform strategies for overcoming adversity.

Friendship and Fellowship in Narnia: Building Thriving Teams and Organizations: Analyzing the1.
importance of community in Narnia and applying this understanding to building strong teams.



Heaven's Economy: Stewardship and Sustainable Practices: Exploring the implications of Lewis's1.
ideas for ethical and sustainable business practices.

Joy as a Business Metric: Achieving Fulfillment in Personal and Professional Life: Examining the1.
significance of joy as a guiding principle in life and its role in fostering a positive work environment.

The Chronicles of Narnia: A Case Study in Transformational Leadership: Analyzing Aslan's influence1.
and the transformation of the characters within Narnia.

Applying C.S. Lewis's Theology to Modern Leadership Challenges: A practical guide to applying1.
Lewis's insights to address contemporary leadership challenges and build more ethical and effective
organizations.
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