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the french revolution begins answer key provides a comprehensive guide to
understanding the onset of one of the most significant upheavals in modern
history. This article covers the critical events, causes, and key figures
that marked the beginning of the French Revolution. By delving into the
political, social, and economic factors, readers gain a clear perspective on
why the revolution began and how it unfolded in its initial stages. The
content is designed to serve as an answer key for students, educators, and
history enthusiasts seeking detailed explanations and clarifications.
Throughout the article, relevant keywords such as the french revolution
begins answer key, revolutionary events, and historical context are naturally
integrated to support SEO optimization. The article also includes a
structured overview of main topics, facilitating easy navigation and study.
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Background and Causes of the French Revolution

Understanding the french revolution begins answer key requires a thorough
examination of the background and causes that led to this monumental event.
The French Revolution did not occur in isolation; it was the result of a
series of long-standing issues in French society, governance, and economy. In
the late 18th century, France was a nation deeply divided by social
inequality, with a rigid class system and widespread discontent among the
lower estates.

Social Inequality and the Estate System

The French society was divided into three estates: the First Estate (clergy),
the Second Estate (nobility), and the Third Estate (commoners). The third
estate, despite comprising the vast majority of the population, bore the
brunt of taxation and had little political power. This inequality created
widespread frustration and demands for reform.

Economic Hardships and Financial Crisis

Economic struggles were a significant cause of the french revolution begins
answer key. France faced severe financial difficulties due to costly wars,



including involvement in the American Revolution, and extravagant spending by
the monarchy. The government’s debt led to increased taxation and poor
harvests, causing food shortages and inflation that further burdened common
citizens.

Political Factors and Enlightenment Influence

The monarchy’s absolute rule under King Louis XVI was increasingly
questioned. Enlightenment ideas promoting liberty, equality, and fraternity
inspired many to challenge traditional authority. Intellectuals and
reformists called for a constitutional government and greater rights for the
people, setting the ideological foundation for revolution.

Key Events at the Beginning of the Revolution

The french revolution begins answer key highlights several pivotal events
that marked the official start and early momentum of the revolution. These
events demonstrate the transition from unrest to organized political action
and radical change.

Estates-General and the Formation of the National
Assembly

In 1789, facing a dire financial crisis, King Louis XVI convened the Estates-
General, a general assembly representing the three estates. The Third Estate,
feeling underrepresented and marginalized, broke away and declared itself the
National Assembly, signaling the first formal step toward revolution.

Tennis Court Oath

Shortly after forming the National Assembly, members took the Tennis Court
Oath, vowing not to disband until they had created a new constitution for
France. This act of defiance was a crucial moment that united revolutionaries
and challenged royal authority.

Storming of the Bastille

On July 14, 1789, the storming of the Bastille prison became a symbolic and
violent start to the revolution. It represented the people's uprising against
tyranny and the monarchy's oppression. The event is commemorated annually as
a national holiday in France.



The Great Fear and Peasant Revolts

Following the Bastille, widespread panic and peasant revolts known as the
Great Fear spread throughout the countryside. Rumors of aristocratic plots
led to violent uprisings, further destabilizing the monarchy and accelerating
revolutionary change.

Important Figures in the Early Revolution

A key component of the french revolution begins answer key involves
identifying the individuals who played vital roles during the revolution’s
initial phase. Their actions and leadership helped shape the course of French
history.

King Louis XVI

King Louis XVI was the reigning monarch at the revolution’s outbreak. His
indecisiveness and resistance to reform contributed to political instability.
Eventually, his authority was undermined, leading to the monarchy’s downfall.

Maximilien Robespierre

Robespierre emerged as a prominent revolutionary leader advocating for
radical change and the rights of the common people. Though his most
significant influence came later, his early involvement laid the groundwork
for the revolution’s direction.

Georges Danton

Danton was another influential revolutionary figure known for his persuasive
oratory and leadership during the early stages. He helped mobilize public
support and organize revolutionary activities.

Abbé Sieyès

Abbé Sieyès was an intellectual and clergyman whose pamphlet "What is the
Third Estate?" galvanized the common people. He strongly advocated for
political representation and reform, influencing the formation of the
National Assembly.

Impact and Significance of the Revolution’s



Start

The french revolution begins answer key also addresses the broader impact and
historical significance of the revolution’s early events. These developments
not only transformed France but also influenced global politics and ideas of
governance.

End of Absolute Monarchy

The revolution’s beginning effectively ended the centuries-old absolute
monarchy in France. It paved the way for democratic ideals and constitutional
government, radically altering the nation’s political landscape.

Rise of Republican Ideals

The early revolution popularized republican values such as liberty, equality,
and fraternity. These principles inspired future democratic movements
worldwide and continue to resonate in modern political discourse.

Social and Economic Reforms

The revolution initiated reforms aimed at reducing social inequality,
redistributing land, and abolishing feudal privileges. These changes
significantly impacted French society and economy during and after the
revolution.

Global Influence and Legacy

The events marking the start of the French Revolution influenced other
nations, encouraging revolutions and reforms across Europe and the Americas.
The revolution’s legacy endures as a symbol of popular sovereignty and
resistance to oppression.

Social inequality and rigid class structure fueled widespread1.
dissatisfaction.

Economic crises and poor harvests increased hardship among commoners.2.

Political Enlightenment ideas challenged traditional monarchy.3.

Key events such as the Estates-General and Tennis Court Oath4.
demonstrated organized resistance.

The storming of the Bastille symbolized the outbreak of violent5.
revolution.

Notable figures played crucial roles in mobilizing and leading6.



revolutionary efforts.

The revolution’s beginning led to profound political and social7.
transformations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What event is commonly considered the beginning of
the French Revolution?

The storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789, is commonly considered the
beginning of the French Revolution.

What were the main causes leading to the start of the
French Revolution?

The main causes were social inequality, financial crises, widespread famine,
and the influence of Enlightenment ideas promoting liberty and equality.

Who were the members of the Third Estate, and why
were they important at the start of the French
Revolution?

The Third Estate consisted of commoners, including peasants, artisans, and
the bourgeoisie. They were important because they represented the majority of
the population and demanded political representation and equality.

What was the significance of the Estates-General
meeting in 1789?

The Estates-General meeting marked the first time in over a century that the
three estates convened, highlighting the political crisis and leading to the
formation of the National Assembly, which challenged royal authority.

What was the Tennis Court Oath, and how did it
contribute to the French Revolution?

The Tennis Court Oath was a pledge made by members of the Third Estate in
June 1789 to not disband until they had drafted a new constitution, signaling
a direct challenge to the king's power.

How did King Louis XVI respond to the early
revolutionary actions in 1789?

King Louis XVI initially resisted reforms, attempted to assert royal
authority, but eventually was forced to recognize the National Assembly and
accept some changes.



Why was the storming of the Bastille symbolically
important at the beginning of the French Revolution?

The Bastille was a symbol of royal tyranny and oppression; its fall signified
the people's uprising against the monarchy and the start of widespread
revolutionary action.

What role did Enlightenment ideas play in the
beginning of the French Revolution?

Enlightenment ideas about liberty, equality, and fraternity inspired people
to question absolute monarchy and demand democratic reforms.

How did economic hardship contribute to the start of
the French Revolution?

Economic hardship, including high taxes, food shortages, and rising bread
prices, increased public discontent and fueled revolutionary sentiments.

What was the National Assembly, and why was its
formation a key moment in the French Revolution?

The National Assembly was a revolutionary assembly formed by the Third Estate
that claimed to represent the people of France, marking the decline of royal
power and the rise of popular sovereignty.

Additional Resources
1. The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
This concise book by William Doyle offers an accessible overview of the
French Revolution's causes, key events, and consequences. It explains the
social, political, and economic factors that led to the uprising and how it
reshaped France and influenced the modern world. Ideal for readers seeking a
quick yet comprehensive understanding of the revolution.

2. Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution
Simon Schama's detailed narrative provides an in-depth look at the French
Revolution through the stories of individuals who lived through it. The book
combines historical analysis with vivid storytelling, highlighting the
complexities and contradictions of the period. It challenges common
perceptions, emphasizing both the hope and the violence of the revolution.

3. The Coming of the French Revolution
By Georges Lefebvre, this classic work examines the social and economic
conditions that precipitated the French Revolution. Lefebvre explores the
grievances of the Third Estate and the dynamics between different social
classes. His analysis helps readers understand the underlying tensions that
exploded into revolutionary change.

4. The Old Regime and the French Revolution
Alexis de Tocqueville's seminal work investigates the political and social
structures of pre-revolutionary France. He argues that the old regime's rigid
institutions and inequalities made revolution inevitable. Tocqueville's
insights into the transition from monarchy to republic remain influential in



historical scholarship.

5. Twelve Who Ruled: The Year of the Terror in the French Revolution
This book by R.R. Palmer focuses on the Committee of Public Safety, the group
that controlled France during the Reign of Terror. It profiles the twelve
leaders and examines their decisions, motivations, and the impact of their
rule. The book provides a critical perspective on one of the revolution’s
most tumultuous phases.

6. Revolutionary Ideas: An Intellectual History of the French Revolution
Jonathan Israel traces the philosophical and ideological roots of the French
Revolution, highlighting the Enlightenment thinkers who inspired
revolutionary leaders. The book delves into concepts such as liberty,
equality, and democracy, explaining how ideas transformed political
realities. It is a valuable resource for understanding the intellectual
currents behind the upheaval.

7. France in Revolution, 1774-1815
By Suzanne Desan, this book offers a comprehensive study of the French
Revolution and its aftermath, including the Napoleonic era. It explores how
ordinary people experienced and influenced revolutionary changes. Desan
emphasizes the cultural and social dimensions of the revolution alongside
political events.

8. Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution
Rafe Blaufarb’s biography of Maximilien Robespierre examines the life and
leadership of one of the revolution’s most controversial figures. The book
analyzes Robespierre’s ideals, his role in the Reign of Terror, and his
eventual downfall. It provides insights into the complexities of
revolutionary leadership and ideology.

9. The French Revolution and Human Rights: A Brief Documentary History
Edited by Lynn Hunt, this collection presents key documents from the French
Revolution related to human rights and citizenship. The texts include
declarations, speeches, and laws that illustrate the evolution of
revolutionary ideals. It serves as an essential resource for understanding
how the revolution articulated and advanced concepts of human rights.
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